The Israel Taxonomy Initiative

Course Syllabus: Plant feeding mites (Acari: Arachnida) of agricultural economic importance with a focus on the families Tenuipalpidae, Eriophyidae and Tarsonemidae

Instructor: Eddie Ueckermann, ARC-Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria, South Africa
Israeli Hosts: Prof. Dan Gerling (TAU) Dr. Eric Palevsky (Volcani inst.), and Prof. Uri Gerson 
Dates: 25-29 March 2012; 
Hours: 10-16 daily.
Prerequisites: None. 
Grading: Oral examination (species identification etc.)

Day 1. 

a) Overview of the families Tenuipalpidae, Eriophyidae and Tarsonemidae (identification, biology, ecology, damage symptoms and control). Powerpoint presentation.
b) Collection techniques and specimen preparation. 
Day 2.
a) Presentation of Identification Manual to Tenuipalpidae (to species) in Israel.

b) Students will use manual to identify tenuipalpids collected from various pants, especially agricultural crops, with slides prepared beforehand by Palevsky and Ueckermann. 

Day 3. 

a) Presentation of Identification Manual to Eriophyidae (to economically important genera and species) in Israel. 

b) Students will use manual to identify eriophyids collected from various pants, especially agricultural crops, with slides prepared beforehand by Palevsky and Ueckermann. 

Day 4. 

a) Presentation of Identification Manual to Tarsonemidae (to economically important genera and species) in Israel.

b) Students will use manual to identify tarsonemids collected from various pants, especially agricultural crops, with slides prepared beforehand by Palevsky and Ueckermann.

Day 5. 

a) Hands-on training in identification of economically important species of the families Tenuipalpidae, Eriophyidae and Tarsonemidae.
b) Questions, comments and course evaluation.
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